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We have been very busy at Kraken Yachts on 
all fronts this month.

My sales team and I have had a very 
successful month. Since our first Kraken 
Yachts “See and Sail Program” the 
appointment schedule is now totally full, 
with prospective buyers coming from all 
over the world, The Czech Republic, Jordan, 
USA, The UK, Poland, Germany and more.

We have also generated huge interest from 
potential clients in Australia and New 
Zealand, but of course our ANZAC friends 
are still unable to come and visit us due to 
their Covid travel restrictions. W e hope they 
will soon be able to escape their borders and 
come to Turkey so they can see the yachts in 
the flesh.

We are looking for a person with a good 
understanding and experience of blue water 
cruising to join the Kraken team to respond 
to customer enquiries and their related 
questions. 

The position is based in our office and yard 
in Turkey. 

Responsibilities include:

• Responding to potential client enquiries 
and questions.

• Inputting leads to the CRM system and 
monitoring client responses.

• Organising potential client visits to see 
and sail a Kraken yacht, and liaising with 
Kraken owners to coordinate visits.

This position will be responsible for the 
administration and management of sales 
data on our CRM system and interacting 
with clients when making arrangements to 
visit Kraken in Turkey.

Requirements and skill sets

• Very good spoken and written English. 
Turkish language would be a benefit. 

• High level of IT proficiency
• Positive and enthusiastic personality
• Ability to work under pressure
• Self motivating ‘can do’ attitude.

We have launched a new build-slot 
reservation system (BRS) to help ensure 
those who want a Kraken Yacht are not 
disappointed. Here’s how it works:

You can reserve a build start date for either 
the next available date, at this moment 
June 22 2022 on the Kraken 50, July 23 2022 
on the Kraken 58 and August 23 2022 for 
a Kraken 66 or a build start date further 
out to fit in with your plans. To reserve a 
build start date we require a €25k deposit 
for a Kraken 50, €40k for Kraken 58 and 
€75k for Kraken 66. If at some point before 
your build-slot date we need to increase the 
quotation that the specification is based 
on, the deposit becomes fully refundable, 
at the client’s discretion only. If you wish 
to continue holding the build start date, 
based on the updated quotation, the same 

• Meet clients and demonstrate the yachts 
and their systems.

• Create and organise sales events in 
Turkey.

• Working with the Marketing team to 
develop marketing strategies. 

Requirements and skill sets

• First language English 
• Good understanding of IT, CRM systems 

and Microsoft Office.
• Experience and knowledge of blue water 

sailing

conditions apply until we start the build.
Once the build is started, the current and 
therefore last quoted price is the price
you pay.

Once we have the build start deposit, our 
design team will start working with you to 
configure your layout with the tweaks and 
variations you might need to enable us to 
build your perfect yacht.

The maximum time we will reserve a build 
start date for is 3 years, so you can carefully 
plan towards the date you want to receive 
your yacht, secure in the knowledge that 
you’ll get it when you want it.

Please contact sales@krakenyachts.com 
for further information regarding the 
available build start dates.

By Dick Beaumont - Chairman and Founder of Ocean Sailor Magazine and Kraken Yachts

From The Pulpit

Join the Kraken Team

Ocean Sailor Magazine | From the pulpit

In response to our ever expanding orders and the huge interest there is in Kraken Yachts, we are now recruiting.
Applicants are to apply with a CV to dickbeaumont@krakenyachts.com

Senior Sales Executive Sales Administrator
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Comments from our readers, listeners and watchers.

Kraken Structural Elements

Forbody reinforced structure to protect 
against accidental collision with 
seaborne debris

Deep transverse frames extend into the 
bottom of the integral ZERO Keel™ and 
it’s bulkheads

All Kraken yachts are built with substantial interior structure to ensure keel delamination 
and failure cannot occur. All structural components are fitted during the preliminary hull 
moulding stages to provide the best possible cohesion of hull and reinforcing structure. 
Structural components are hand fitted and laminated to ensure the highest quality finish 
and ultimate structural integrity.

Transverse structure extends to topsides 
and chainplates to distribute rig loads 
and keel forces

Longitudinal stiffeners are connected and 
bonded into both the hull and transverse 
frames. Running the full length of the 
hull, they are integrated into the ZERO 
Keel™ bulkheads

Ocean Sailor Magazine  | Ahoy!

Is it not possible, since the weight is 
all at the bottom of the keel, although 
there are stringers and runners, that the 
weight can cause the fibreglass to break, 
crack and break off?”

- Tom Hermens

Hi Tom,
No, it’s not possible. As you probably 
know, the hull and keel are moulded 
together in one piece. The hull is an 
extension of the keel and vice versa with 
longitudinal stringers and transverse 
ribs. In a Kraken, these are primarily 
bonded into the hull and keel structure, 
not secondarily bonded like on all other 
yachts - see the illustration below - so, 
it’s like saying could the bow or the stern 
break off. The keel is not just a fin, it’s a 
three-dimensional structure the same as 
the hull, but of course narrower.

- Dick Beaumont, Kraken Yachts 
Chairman & Founder
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Back to the beginnings of yacht 
building. All errors from other yacht 
manufacturers seem to have actually 
been taken up and eliminated at 
Kraken. The Kraken 50 is at the 
top of my list. How many outboard 
connections under the waterline are 
there and what material number are 
the stainless steel parts made of?
Are these made of 1.4301 or 1.4571?
The videos of Khiara and Adam from 
the Millennial Falcon made me aware 
of this boat!!!!! How long is the delivery 
time for the 50? Sorry for my English, 
Google helped me with the translation.
Greetings from Germany”

- Oliver Heilek

Yes, back to the beginning. At Kraken, 
we’ve un-invented some of the crazy 
ideas which have no relevance on a 
cruising yacht but now feature on 
virtually all yachts, including those 
claiming to be ‘blue water yachts’. I keep 
telling people the sea hasn’t changed, but 
in fact, it has. There is a lot more debris, 
logs, containers, pallets and all manner 
of flotsam and jetson floating around out 

there, so sailors should be much more 
concerned about their vessels strength 
and resilience than it seems they are.
The stainless steel we use for all 
exterior parts is 316L/1.4404 rather 
than 316Ti/1.4571. Please see the table 
below. For interior stainless steel parts, 
we use 316L for any mechanical items 
or 304/1.4301 for door handles, shower 
fittings etc.

Lead time from order to delivery of a 
Kraken 50 is approx 18 months at this 
time, although, our build slots are filling 
fast! Please let us know if you have a 
particular date you’d like to achieve 
and we can hopefully work out the 
production schedule to achieve it.

- Dick Beaumont, Kraken Yachts 
Chairman & Founder

Comparison Table of 1.4571 and 1.4404 Stainless Steel

1.4571 1.4404
Corrosion Properties
General corrosion
Pitting corrosion
Stress corrosion cracking
Intergranular corrosion

Mechanical Properties
Heat resistance
Cold formability
Impact strength
Cold compression

Processing Properties
Machinability
Polishing
Purity
Weldability

EQUAL
WORSE
WORSE
WORSE

BETTER
WORSE
WORSE
WORSE

EQUAL
WORSE
WORSE
EQUAL

EQUAL
BETTER
BETTER
BETTER

WORSE
BETTER
BETTER
BETTER

EQUAL
BETTER
BETTER
EQUAL

Kraken 50 , Garcia 52, Oyster 49.5

Sail Area Comparison

Kraken 50
Main + genoa

Garcia exploration 52 
Main + genoa

Oyster 495
Main+genoa

156m2

120.5m2

124.6m2

How would you convince me to 
purchase a Kraken instead of an Oyster 
or a Garcia? 😉”

- Marcel Vdf van Damme

Hi Marcel,
Nice question! 😂
1. Our keels can never fall off
2. Our single central alpha rudder has 

three bearings; top and central at the 
hull, and bottom at the pintal. The 
main bearing in the centre can be 
serviced and changed at sea without lift 
out. The rudder is also fully protected 
by a huge skeg with Kevlar composite 
in the lay up and it has a central 12mm 
stainless steel beam. So, although a 
Kraken can’t sit on a beach using its 
rudders to stop it from falling over, 
the rudder and therefore the steering 

system, will not be susceptible to 
damage from ice like a twin rudder 
system.

3. Our 14 layer x 18mm composite hull is 
far stronger and more impact resistant 
than 5mm aluminium.

4. Due to the lead ballast placement in 
our Zero KeelTM a Kraken 50’s main 
and genoa sail area is over 30% bigger 
than a Garcia 52 and 26% bigger than 
an Oyster 49.5 (see the numbers below). 
Therefore, you sail more and motor less 
in a Kraken.

There are 6 other major reasons and 40 
less major, yet very beneficial, reasons on 
our website, that further explain ‘Why a 
Kraken’? How many reasons do you need?

- Dick Beaumont, Kraken Yachts 
Chairman & Founder
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I came over from the series run by 
Millennium Falcon and the more I 
see on Kraken Yachts the more I am 
impressed. The thought that has gone 
into everything is staggering, from 
a safety perspective, the skeg hung 
rudder and the zero keel right through 
to the finer details making the galley 
functional whilst underway. It’s a well 
thought out real blue water boat!”

- Paul

Thanks so much for your kind words 
and observations, if you watched all the 
Sailing Millennial Falcon videos you’ll 
know it has all come from my little black 
books. 

- Dick Beaumont, Kraken Yachts 
Chairman & Founder

Dear Dick, I’d love to grab a beer in old 
Leigh sometime, I’m just embarking 
on my yacht life journey and I have a 
long way to go, equally, if you’re ever in 
Burnham, the kettle is always on.
All the best”

- DaveLivingsMusic

Hi Dave, friday night in the Mayflower is 
the regular meet up with sailing mates.
You’d be very welcome. I’m in Turkey until 
the last week of November but I’ll send 
you my mobile number for when I’m back.

- Dick Beaumont, Kraken Yachts 
Chairman & Founder

How do you get the engine out if it ever 
needs to be replaced?”

- Ryan Mcdermott 

Hi Ryan, the floor of the cockpit is 
removable.

- Dick Beaumont, Kraken Yachts 
Chairman & Founder

Please continue making videos. I 
never tire of watching, listening and 
learning... Could you consider making 
a video dedicated to explaining how 
the (3) different size Kraken yachts 
differ in sailing and rigging handling? 
And thank you for this 4th in your 
series. I’ve been watching for it, nearly 
daily, since the 3rd.”

- Randy Skimon

Hi Randy,
All Krakens are rigged in the same way, 
with the Solent rig. Thanks for your 
suggestion, it’s a good idea for us to 
produce a detailed video of the rig and 
its operation. We have lots more videos 
in production which we will be releasing 
soon. Stay subscribed to our YouTube 
channel and look out for notifications of 
new videos.

- Dick Beaumont, Kraken Yachts 
Chairman & Founder

Too much stuff under the floor. My 
Tayana 55 can fill with water all the 
way up to the engine or more before it 
will cause a problem with any system.”

- Brian Dale

Hi Brian,
I’m not sure if you are saying a Kraken 
yacht has too much under the floor?
If so, that’s incorrect. Due to the ballast 
all being in the Zero KeelTM, Krakens 
all have bigger bilge capacity than my 
Tayana 58 had, or your Tayana 55 has. 
In the standard straight integral keel of 
the Tayanas, the ballast has to stack up 
in the keel, filling the keel void whilst 

This is indeed a great way to isolate, 
and at the same time to gain much 
recreational benefit from it. I also just 
wish to say thank you for all of the 
knowledge and wisdom that you share 
in your interviews. The position you 
take regarding boat safety is absolutely 
correct. And the information you state 
to support your position is deadly 
accurate. Please continue to make the 
case for safety in blue water sailing as 
you are doing at present. And may all 
ocean-bound yacht owners consult 
and apply your very practical safety 
solutions.”

- Edward Fagan

Thanks, Edward. I’m pleased to say the 
Kraken is now out of the bottle! Keep 
spreading the word.

- Dick Beaumont, Kraken Yachts 
Chairman & Founder

at the same time having less effect 
on righting moment, plus all major 
equipment is housed in the extensive 
engine room in a Kraken, so even less of 
the bilge or peripheral spaces get used up 
for equipment.

All Tayana’s are well built proper blue 
water cruising yachts, with integral keels 
and full skegged rudders and many of 
the design concepts of Kraken’s yachts 
were conceived during the 150,000nm I 
sailed my previous yacht Moonshadow, a 
Tayana 58.

- Dick Beaumont, Kraken Yachts 
Chairman & Founder
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Over on the Kraken Yachts YouTube 
channel, we have been continuing our 
walkthrough series of a Kraken 50. 
This month we have released episodes 
3: Cabins, and 4: Engine Room. Head 
to our YouTube channel to see the 
first two episodes covering the Saloon 
and Galley in case you missed them. 
Stay tuned in November for our new 
episodes above deck.

What’s out and what’s coming soon from the world of Ocean Sailor & Kraken Yachts. Once again there is a flurry 
of new content out this month. Kraken Yachts have continued the release of the Kraken 50 walkthrough videos, 

Millennial Falcon have concluded their trip to Turkey to sail the Kraken 50 and the Ocean Sailor Podcast released 
the first episode of a two part discussion with Sailing Millennial Falcon.

Ocean Sailor Magazine has also hit 6000 subscribers from 166 countries. We would like to thank everyone who 
has supported us and we look forward to bringing you more exciting content.

23,000
Page 6

https://youtu.be/bcUNYwmLOVI
https://youtu.be/tYBDmiprJsU


Ocean Sailor Magazine  | On Watch

23,000

The coverage continued over on 
Sailing Millennial Falcon’s YouTube 
channel this month with the final 
parts of their sail on the Kraken 50.  
If you missed the other parts or the 
interview with Dick Beaumont, head 
over to the Sailing Millennial Falcon 
YouTube channel.

All 8 videos have had over 
523,000 views (as of publication).

A DAY in the LIFE aboard a 
MILLION $$$ sailing YACHT 

[EP 148]

We’ve found THE BEST way 
to SAIL the Mediterranean 

[EP 149]

You BREAK it you BUY it TEST 
SAIL on a Kraken 50

[EP 147]
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Ocean Sailor Magazine  | On Watch

Ocean Sailor Podcast: Previous Episodes

The Ocean Sailor social media channels bring you the 
latest news and articles.

Our social media channels are the best place to find our latest news 
and find out what’s new. With the launch of the latest Kraken 50 
imminently, keep checking for the latest updates of her progress.

Follow us on social media

OCEAN        SAILOR

Podcast

Our hosts, renowned yachting 
Journalist and Ocean Sailor Editor 
Dick Durham, and Kraken Yachts 
Chairman and Founder Dick 
Beaumont, explore important blue 
water sailing topics. In each episode, 

they are joined by a guest whose 
experience or expertise offers a 
unique insight into the chosen topic.

Need help listening to The Ocean 
Sailor Podcast? Click here for help. 

What is the Ocean Sailor Podcast?

Episode Episode

We are joined once again by Behan and Jamie 
Gifford of SV Totem and discuss how others 
have judged their decision to sail around the 
world with their family. We also talk about the 
real costs of cruising and how Behan and Jamie 
can help you take that first step to adventure 
with their cruiser counselling.

7 8
School's Out Forever 

Part 1 & 2
Finding Your Sea Legs 

Part 1  & 2
What makes a true blue 

water yacht Part 1

Listen NowListen NowComing Soon

The two Dicks are joined by Michelle 
Segrest, author of How to Battle 
Seasickness: 100 Tips to Help You Get Your 
Sea Legs. We discuss other methods that can 
help with seasickness and talk about more 
personal experiences out on the waves. Dick 
Durham brings one experience to the table 
we would rather forget! 

This week, with Dick Durham escaping 
the studio to go sailing, Dick Beaumont 
sits down on White Dragon with Adam 
and Khiara from Sailing Millennial Falcon 
to discuss what makes a true blue water 
yacht and why the term has been misused 
in the industry.

Episode

9
Episode

10
Episode

11
Featuring
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Sailing Skills | The Loneliness of Command

The Loneliness 
of Command

Sailing Skills

By Mawgan Grace

Photo by Billeasy
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Sailing Skills | The Loneliness of Command

All sailors are likely to be in charge of a 
yacht at some time or another, whether 
they are owner/skippers or simply in charge 
of a watch. But that does not make them the 
skipper, there can be only one skipper, and 
to quote a very regularly used phrase, ‘it 
isn’t a democracy’. 

Command skills may have been developed 
from a ‘zero to hero’ sailing course, or by 
sailing with those more experienced. Some 
are born to lead and some to follow. Sea 
time is what counts, whether you are in 
charge of your family on a charter holiday 
or aiming for a commercial career in the 
marine industry. 

The core competencies shown in the 
bubbles above describe the intellectual 
skills required to safely operate a yacht, 
commercial ship or aircraft for that 
matter. For example task and workload 
management are important during routine 
operations such as docking, tacking or 
gybing, whilst problem solving and decision 
making will become essential when facing 
non-normal and emergency situations such 
as dealing with technical failures to fire on 
board. I’ll cover each one briefly but you 
may want to study each topic further since 
each topic is worthy of an article in itself.

During this article we will look at what it 
takes to be an effective skipper.

When I started commercially flying as a 
junior first officer over 20 years ago I was 
told right away to ‘think like a captain.’ 
This means that in situations that require 
leadership and decision making, think how 
you would solve a problem and compare it 
to the solution that the skipper suggests. At 
the start of your career your solutions may 
possibly be quite different but as you gain 
experience they should align. Don’t think 
‘what do they want me to do,’ think ‘what 
would I do as the skipper.’
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Sailing Skills | The Loneliness of Command

Leadership is one of the most essential 
skills to have as a skipper and that is why 
it sits at the top of the diagram. (See my 
June 2021 Article on Leadership) Simply 
speaking you can’t be a skipper without 
it. Leadership is the trait that binds a 

Communication occurs 100% of the time 
and is verbal and non-verbal. Use the 3 C’s 
checklist when communicating with your 
crew! When passing your message make 
sure you are clear, concise & courteous.

There is no one style for all situations and you may need to adapt your style depending on your crew or situation. A time critical emergency 
situation requires a more authoritarian style for example. 

Be respectful, professional, calm, confident and approachable. Try to be authentic, be yourself. Do not pretend to be anyone else.
Use your unique skills.

This is an autocratic, direct and 
dominant style. The skipper 

likes to maintain control, makes 
decisions independently and he/

she likes to exercise authority 
rather than leadership. Most 
followers (certainly trained 
professionals) resent this 

type of leadership in normal 
circumstances. 

This is a democratic, shared 
leadership style where the 

leader allows his subordinates 
to become involved, making 

the most of the team’s 
strengths and minimising their 
weaknesses. However the leader 

maintains the final decision 
making authority.

In this style the leader allows his 
subordinates free reign on their 

tasks and allows them to make their 
own decisions. This could be because 

the team has the required skills 
and information to complete the 

tasks (good) or because the leader 
abrogates his responsibility due to 
laziness, incompetence or lack of 
confidence in his own skills (bad).

are prepared and making sure the vessel is 
seaworthy. Leadership is an art that can be 
learnt and honed, practiced and improved. 

There are many leadership styles and I’ll 
touch on three obvious ones:

crew together and gets everyone pulling 
in the right direction. Leadership is a way 
of being. It doesn’t begin when you leave 
the dock, it begins days or weeks before 
when planning for a voyage, analysing 
weather, vittling, making sure your crew 

Communication is a two-way street. You 
must be an active listener too. Listen more 
and talk less. You will gather more ideas 
and information this way and have a far 
better idea of the situation.

Leadership & Teamwork

Communication

Authoritarian

Focus on: Leader Focus on: Team Focus on: Followers

Participative Delegate
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The decision making process is a circular 
method where you initially try to define the 
problem and gather as much information 
as possible. From this information you and 
your crew can generate ideas for solutions. 
A solution will be chosen and implemented. 
Then, and most importantly, you go back to 
the beginning and review the outcomes of 
your decision.

In aviation we use the CLEAR model it 
applies equally at sea:

CLARIFY the problem
LOOK for ideas and share information
EVALUATE different solutions
ACT on your decision
REVIEW performance

Are we achieving our desired outcome?

Problem Solving & Decision Making

Remember it’s better to make 
an even poor decision, that 
can be perhaps refined, than 
to make no decision at all.”

As a skipper you must ensure you and 
your crews’ workload is managed 
to ensure things get done safely and 
efficiently by evenly distributing and 
delegating activities. At the core of 
workload management are the concepts of 
prioritisation and delegation. 

to do everything yourself! Work smarter, 
not harder. 

As the skipper, make sure you manage your 
own personal workload so you don’t lose 
mental capacity and become overloaded. 
Don’t get distracted, stick to robust work 
routines.

During periods of high workload, 
prioritisation is extremely important to 
ensure essential and fundamental tasks 
are accomplished first. To effectively 
accomplish your prioritised tasks you must 
assign duties and responsibilities to your 
crew to share the workload. Delegation is an 
essential part of leadership. You do not have 

Task & Workload Management
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Sailing Skills | The Loneliness of Command

SA as it’s known, is a person’s continuous 
perception of self and vessel in relation 
to the dynamic environment of sailing, 
threats, and mission, and the ability to 
forecast, then execute tasks based on that 
perception.

SA is interwoven with Leadership, 
Workload management, Communication, 
Risk management and ultimately affects 
judgement and decision making. 

Never let the boat take you where your 
brain didn’t get to five minutes earlier. 

An important part of situational awareness 
is actively monitoring and cross checking. 
Don’t assume tasks have been completed by 
your crew. Monitor them and check things 
have been completed.

Situational Awareness
Situational Awareness is when 
perception matches reality 
and you are able to act upon 
it in a timely and rational 
manner. Good SA allows you 
to maximise opportunities to 
avoid undesirable situations.”

You are only human and as such prone to 
making mistakes especially when under 
the conditions of stress, fatigue or being 
overloaded. Mistakes are part of our daily 
life so it’s important we manage them.

Try to identify possible threats and what 
we can do to mitigate them or avoid them. 
Let’s say we are anchoring and there is a 
forecast of thunderstorms. I would suggest 
we use an extra 10m of anchor chain due to 
the threat of high winds and dragging.  

Threats could include weather, a system 
malfunction, shallow water or areas of 
piracy. They have the potential to increase 
risk and decrease safety. 

Threat & Error Management (TEM)

Perceive and recognise what is 
going on and react to it. 

Understand what is happening. A 
holistic view of events. 

Take ‘notice’ and ‘understand’ 
and be proactive using both. 

Notice Understand Think Ahead
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YOU and the decisions YOU 
make are often the final layer 
of defence.”

Expected Threats
Known or expected you can prepare or 
manage the expected threat. Do I want 
to leave a safe haven with a poor weather 
forecast?

Unexpected Threats
No forewarning is available. Once the 
Unexpected threat has been recognised you 
must apply your skills and knowledge to 
counter the threat. Your engine has failed 
close to a lee shore. Can you continue to sail 
or anchor?

On the triangle diagram if errors do slip 
through due to your actions or inactions 
you must try to trap and resist and resolve 
the error, recovering to a safe state. Resist 
is a “hard” safeguard and comes from 
system defences (AIS, shallow water 
alarm, anchor drag alarm etc) or formal 
procedures. For a MOB, man overboard, use 
your training and MOB checklist. 

Even with the best designed equipment 
“hard” safeguards may not be enough to 
ensure all errors are trapped. Therefore 
it may be necessary for Resolve. These 
are “soft” safeguards and come from 
crew technical and non-technical 
skills, knowledge, preparation and the 
core competencies being discussed 
(SA, decision making, communication, 
workload management and leadership etc) 
seamanship, experience and training. 

Error management is always recovering 
from things that have already happened 
and as such you are forced to be proactive. 
If you fail to recognise the error or 
mismanage that error then an undesired 
outcome will occur.

TEM (Continued)

As mentioned above you are human and 
will make mistakes. What is important 
is how you learn from those mistakes 
and ensure that the same mistake 
doesn’t happen again. Perfection is an 
unattainable goal.

Minimising Mistakes

Successive Approximation. Many of the 
skills required of a sailor are repetitive. As 
you do and redo these skills you become 
more proficient at them. This is why as 
human beings, training is so important. 
When was the last time you practiced 
your MOB procedures or spent a couple of 
hours docking under different conditions? 

the document by heart, just know where the 
information lies so you can easily reference it. 

Time Out. If faced with a challenging 
situation I always say, ‘sit back, make a cup 
of tea and think about it.’ Take time to pause, 
and then think the situation through. Making 
‘off the cuff’ decisions when pressed for time 
is a sure way to introduce errors. Stay calm, 
if you start to panic or look worried this will 
surely spook your crew.

Other People. Utilise your crew and the 
expertise of other people around you. 
Command is not a solo enterprise; you are
the leader of a team.

You can practice actively doing Successive 
Approximation long before you are a 
skipper!

Normal and Non-Normal procedures, 
Publications and Documentation. In the 
May 2021 edition of Ocean Sailor I showed 
you how to create a Green Normal checklist 
covering the normal preparation and 
operation of your vessel and a RED non-
normal checklist. By knowing the contents 
of these checklists, equipment operation 
manuals and regional port requirements 
for example, you will be guided towards 
making the right decisions and make 
fewer mistakes. You don’t have to know 

Recovery from the Unplanned

Caught by a storm in Greece, hit by 
lightening and lost both engines. 

Washed onto rocks.
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Sailing Skills | The Loneliness of Command

Other people may recognise the problem or 
have seen it before you, especially if you’ve 
been off watch. They may have developed 
a solution but want your agreement to 
carry it through, or need your assistance 

In conclusion, the skills required to be an 
effective skipper are like the pieces of a 
jigsaw. It requires many different pieces 
that are not separate, but interrelated. 
It’s your job to arrange all the pieces into 

in doing. It’s not a failure of command to 
ask for the crew’s help. When you make a 
mistake, take ownership of it. As a skipper, 
if the crew makes a mistake, it is your 
responsibility and ultimately your mistake. 

a whole so your command is effective. Be 
authentic and do it your way. 

To start with, you may be missing some 
pieces or they may be partially formed. 
However with experience, perseverance, a 
positive attitude, TEM, SA, communication, 
leadership, communication, workload 
management, problem solving and decision 
making will all come together. Every piece 
is linked and relies on the others. Nothing 
in Command happens in isolation. 

Resolve it, learn from it and then move on. 
The mistake happened in the past; make 
sure you continue to operate in the present 
to produce satisfactory outcomes in the 
future. 

The jigsaw is hard and complex but with 
time and experience it becomes a way of 
‘being,’ and will become comfortable, 
effortless, straightforward and highly 
gratifying. 

How you choose to solve the puzzle is up to 
you as an individual. However, as skipper, 
you must run the show YOUR way.

Recovery (Continued)

Conclusion

There is no substitute for a complete, or 
at least very extensive, knowledge of the 
vessel and its capabilities, the spares it 
carries, and the tools necessary to attempt 
to fix the hundreds of problems that can 
occur.

You must know where the manuals are and 
that they are complete and legible.
Everyone knows a skipper is responsible for 
their crew, but that responsibility begins 
on shore with the skipper’s evaluation 
of the vessel’s suitability for the voyage 
and the conditions you and your crew 
will experience. Don’t let anyone talk you 
into leaving until you are confident that 
you’re ready to go, flight dates and times, 
promises to spouses, birthdays, weddings 
and bar mitzvahs must be ignored.
Choose a place or a time but never a place 
and a time.

This excellent and extensive article, and 
the responsibilities it outlines, may seem 
daunting to the uninitiated, but if you chose 
to lead a crew it’s a two way street, the crew 
must understand their role is to support 
and assist the skippers and the decisions he 
takes, but the crew equally should expect 
their skipper, to be able, competent and 
fully informed about the yacht,the crew and 
the voyage he is undertaking with them.
The buck stops here.

Good luck.

Know your vessel
Note By Dick Beaumont
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The Kraken 58 | Stage 1

The Birth Of A Blue Water Yacht

Birth of the 
Bigger Sister
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  | Birth of a blue water yacht

From the beginning of Kraken, the idea 
was to have 3 boats in the range; K50, K58 
and K66. The first K66 was built for Dick 
Beaumont, Chairman of Kraken, and after 
which we focused on the K50s. During 
the last 4 years we continuously refined 
the K50, the results could be seen when 
we launched Sofia Marie this summer in 
Istanbul and the next K50 that is coming 
in the spring 2022 will be even better. At 
the same time Dick Beaumont covered over 
30,000Nm on his K66, sailing from Hong 
Kong to Turkey, which provided further 
insights into our design solutions. 

For some there is the circle of life, while 
others will try to balance everything like 
yin-yang. For a yacht designer there is 
the design spiral. It illustrates the steps 
and order of works to design a yacht. 
In simple terms you start with a set of 
requirements, then you design the hull, 
deck and appendages, then the rig, followed 
by interior and major systems. Structures 
are next. Finally you check the weights, 
stability etc. 

Over 4 years of development is no small 
feat and the K58 design, which was 
developed originally in 2017 needs to 
follow suit. This presents us with a great 
opportunity to take all the accumulated 
experience and funnel it into the lines of 
the new and improved K58. And much 
like the original Birth of a Blue Water 
series, you, the reader, will have a great 
opportunity to follow the design process 
of a Kraken Yacht from start to finish. 

The last step is evaluation. What always 
happens is as you move to the next step 
you will upset something from the steps 
before. You have designed a beautiful 
flowing deck but no headroom in a bow 
shower? Amazing saloon layout, but no 
space for frames? At the evaluation stage 
you take all of these notes into account and 
go again. Now you no longer have a set of 
requirements but an updated data set for 
the next iteration. You fix the headroom 
situation with the bow head but now the 

rope channels don’t work. “99 problems in 
the design, fixed one. 100 problems in the 
design…” 

This is why it is called the design spiral, you 
go around and around until you iron out all 
the kinks. Roughly it takes 3 passes to have 
a good design and about 7 passes to have 
a finished drawing set. Very often passes 
6-7 are done during production, despite 
designers best intentions some issues 
cannot be spotted until it’s in production. 

Build on 
what you 
know.

Update of data
for next iteration

Hull and deck
design

Keel and rudder
design

Sail and rig
design

General 
arrangement

Propeller and 
engine

Hull and deck 
scantlings

Rig 
dimensions

Weight 
calculations

Hydrostatics 
and stability

Evaluation
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  | Birth of a blue water yacht

The very first step is to nail the set of 
defining factors for the design. This is 
achieved over quite lengthy meetings 
within the Kraken team and at the end 
we have a robust design brief which 
allows Kevin Dibley to work on the 

The lines plan shows the shape of the 
hull and side profile of the appendages. 
It is probably the single most important 
drawing in the set, it dictates all other 
aspects of the project, so it is extremely 
important to get this right. All other 
aspects of the build take second place, 
so while the designer is going round the 
design spiral they will very rarely make 
significant changes to the lines of the hull. 
Here we look at all the numbers that make 
up a good canoe body shape. Refer back 
to my series of articles about hull design 
where I go more in depth about this topic, 
October, November and December 2020 
Ocean Sailor Magazines. 

hull, appendages and rig. Everything 
that makes the boat sail well and be 
comfortable. After a decent amount of 
back and forth we have our first drawings; 
the lines plan and sail plan. 

Apart from making sure the LCB, VCB, 
Cb, Cp etc are all correct we also need to 
make sure that the hull has all of the key 
characteristics of a Kraken yacht. The deep 
V shape on the bow for improved comfort 
in rough seas, the keel is optimised for 
the Zero Keel production method while 
maintaining a NACA section for best lift 
characteristics. The rudder, while of course 
skeg hung also has to have the right NACA 
section that is shared between the rudder 
and the skeg. Also, at the same time the 
designer is making a note of the centre of 
lateral resistance of the underwater section 
that is later needed for sail lead. This is 
something that often is adjusted in the next 
pass when the optimal mast position is 
established. Most likely the rudder position 
would be updated.

The first 
steps.

The lines 
plan.
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  | Birth of a blue water yacht

The sail plan follows soon after. Since these 
are sailing boats first and foremost it makes 
sense that it sails well. And it will, with a 
Solent rig and the Code K we design the 
sails in such a way to have an optimised 
setup for any point of sail. 

Sail sizes are established to give a position 
of the mast based on desired sail lead. For 
a well balanced rig we work with around 
10.5% under full main and jib. 

Then all the rig ratios need to be addressed; 
SA/Disp ratio, CoEff optimised for righting 
moments while maintaining a good aspect 
ratio of the sails for optimal drive. While the 
sailmaker and the spar maker will have a 
lot of input into this further down the road, 
it’s the yacht designer that sets the main 
parameters and overall design for this.

The sail 
plan.
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J1 = 5,895 mm J2 = 6,795 mm

71.85 sq.m
FORE TRIANGLE AREA (JIB)

lp = 9,744 mm 143% j2

lp = 5.528 mm 94% j1

With the “shell and stick” on paper, the 
focus then shifts towards the general 
arrangement and main systems. A slight 
departure from the norm is that at Kraken 
we look at the GA and major systems before 
focusing on the deck. The very basic deck 
shape is usually drawn at the same stage 
as the hull but rather than developing that 

further early on we want to see how the 
inside pans out and then fit the deck to that 
as much as possible. 

Therefore the GA and systems are the next 
step and we will focus on that in the next 
segment of this story.

The next 
steps.
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Knot/splice of the month | Prusik Knot

This very useful knot comes from the mountaineering world 
but has many uses for sailors as well. It’s a non-jamming 
friction hitch. It’s very simple to tie but requires a purpose 
made loop from a smaller diameter rope than the one you are 
tying onto. Once the knot is tied you can slide it up and down 
the main rope with your hand over the knot but as soon as 

load is applied the knot locks up. It is very useful for various 
“tighten and lock” applications. It also is very often used as a 
fall arrest knot and can be employed when climbing the mast. 
In fact in a pinch when no climbing gear is available you can 
use just two prusik knots with some long loops to climb the rig. 

Prusik Knot
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Setting Sail Part two:

headsail
By Dick Durham & Dick Beaumont
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Telltales

Leech

Jib

Clew

Jib sheet

Luff

Gooseneck

TACK

Last month we focused on the mainsail 
but in this article we discuss the real 
driving force in the yacht’s rig, the 
foresails.

Dependent on the wind angle, 60-65% 
of the sail power will be generated by 
the foresails, especially in the case of 
the Genoa. Additionally, if you trim your 
headsail and mainsail well together the two 
sails form a ‘slot’, significantly improving 
the balance of the boat.

As with the mainsail, depth and twist are 
the adjustables to power in the headsail. 
Tightening up the backstay also tightens 
the forestay, making the sail flatter, 
taking out the sag and allowing the sail to 
cut closer to the wind. Easing it does the 
opposite and by bringing the luff closer to 
the leech, makes it ‘deeper or fuller’

A flatter sail is better when you are hard 
on the wind. A deeper sail shape is better 
downwind. The forestay will sag more 
as the wind increases, requiring more 
backstay tension. As the wind drops, ease 
the backstay to keep power on.

The 
Headsail

Sailing Skills | Setting Sail part Two: HeadsailPage 22



Note: If the forestay is too loose the foil of 
the furling system may be damaged as it is 
rotating to furl the sail.

The jib or genoa cars move along deck 
tracks. By moving the car forward you make 
the sail deeper and decrease twist. Whilst 
this change of shape is necessary, we must 
also consider the balance between the leech 
and foot of the sail, and the car will need to 
be in a different position according to how 
furled the foresail is too.

Imagine drawing a line from your jib car 
through the clew of the sail to the luff: It 
should be around 35 per cent up the luff for 
the correct position.

What you are trying to achieve is equal 
tension/balance between the foot and the 
leech. If the foot is too tight and the leech 
to loose, air will spill out of the top of the 
sail. If the foot is too loose, air will spill out 
of the bottom of the sail. In heavy weather, 
if the leech of the sail is loose and flapping, 
the life of the sail will reduce rapidly.
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Bow-down Speed-
building Mode

Leeward tellatle dances and 
windward telltale streams 

straight back. This mode is used 
for building speed when coming 

out of a tack or when going 
through steep motorboat wake.

Pointing
Mode

Leeward telltale streams aft, 
and windward telltale dances 
between straight back and 45° 
above horizontal. This mode is 

used when sailing to windward in 
flat water in winds over 10 knots.

Pinching
Mode

Leeward telltale streams aft, and 
windward telltale stands straight 

up. To be used when trying to 
get over another boat or make it 

around a channel mark.

Max Speed
Mode

Both telltales 
streams straight aft.

The telltales on the sail will quickly show you if your sail is out of balance. If they point up, the leech is too loose, 
if they point down, it’s too tight.

1 2 3 4

If the leech is too loose, move the car 
forward, if the foot is too loose, move the 
car back further aft.

A consideration at this point is the question we 
get asked at Kraken very often.‘Can a Kraken 
have a self tacking jib?’

Yes, it could, but we won’t put one on. The 
reason, which you may realise if you consider 
the above sail trimming explanation, is that 
you cannot properly reef the sail, and in a 
Solent rig the reefed, or furled, jib is your 
heavy weather foresail. Since a self tacker 
doesn’t have fore and aft tracks, or cars, as you 

furl the sail, as you must in heavy weather, the 
leech will go loose and the foot will go tight. 
This means in heavy weather, you will have a 
nasty flapping leech which will quickly destroy 
the sail.
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By tightening the sheet you decrease the 
twist and power up the sail to allow the 
yacht to point higher. By easing the sheet, 
you create the opposite effect – more 
speed, but less pointing ability. 

The skill of a good sailor is to get the sheet 
and therefore the sail set right. If the sail is 
too tight or hard to the wind, it will drive 
the yacht less well and create more and 
unnecessary heel. If too slack, the power of 
the wind will be lost and the yacht will slow 
down.

Telltales, right on the leech of the foresail, 
will be at right angles to the sail so ease
the sheet.

If the same telltales are disturbed and 
fluttering in towards the upwind side of 
the sail, the sail is too loose and the sheet 
should be tightened.
 

Telltales are the simplest guide to efficient 
airflow and correct trim:

Leeward tell tales stalled:
Ease jib sheet
Windward tell tales lifting:
Tighten jib sheet
Windward upper telltale lifting:
Move jib car forward
Leeward lower tell tales stalled:
Move jib car aft               
All telltales flowing horizontally:
Don’t touch! 
 
An easy way to determine whether you’re 
under or over sheeting your sails is to come 
up from your course to windward by 5º, 
leaving the sheets where they are. If your 
boat speed increases, you had your sheets 
too tight, same dropping down wind by 5º,
if the yachts speeds up you had your sails 
too loose.

Look also at how much helm (rudder angle) 
the yacht needs to hold her on course.

 If it needs more than a 2 or 3 degrees of 
rudder you need to re-balance the sails. 
First try just easing the mainsheet, this will 
reduce the yachts lead, thereby reducing 
the weather helm and she becomes more 
balanced. If in doing that the mainsail 
begins to luff a bit, but the yacht feels more 
balanced, the answer is to reduce some of 
the mainsail then trim the sail back to a 
good set.

Play about with the sails, sheets and the 
track car positions on days when the wind 
angle and speed is constant, you’ll be 
surprised how a tiny adjustment can put an 
extra knot on your boat speed. It’s a good 
idea to practice sail trim on autopilot so you 
have a more constant course and can more 
easily identify small adjustments to the 
sheets and car positions.
 
When the sails are trimmed properly, at 
the helm, you will feel that you are ‘in the 
groove’. The boat will be noticeably going 
at her best, will be easier to steer, and will 
have less heel, result satisfaction and
a big smile.
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This months recommended reading from the Editor

By Herb McCormick

By Pete Goss

Published by Paradise Cay Publications (2014)

Published by Headline (1998)

The epic voyages of Lin and Larry Pardey have inspired thousands of 
Americans to set sail for the blue yonder. Their biography is told by their 
friend, Herb McCormick, an offshore sailor and sailing correspondent 
of the New York Times. At the time of compiling this book, the pair 
had sailed 170,000 miles, written a dozen books, given lectures and 
seminars and made five videos on sailing.

Lin was born in Detroit in 1944 and met Larry, born in Victoria, Canada 
in 1939, when she went to Newport Beach, California to learn how to sail 
in 1965. The pair hit it off immediately and began a life together as boat-
builders, yacht deliveries and riggers before setting off on their own 
lifelong circumnavigations.

Larry sadly died last year, and a documentary on his life was released 
at the 2021 Annapolis Boat Show, regularly attended by 50,000 people. 
Lin tells Ocean Sailor about her life with Larry in this month’s Sailors’ 
Stories (found on page 27). After reading this book I felt as though I’d 
been on a global voyage with two of the world’s greatest sailors.

When the chips are down it’s best to have a former Royal Marine 
Commando coming to the rescue. Even better if he’s Pete Goss. This is 
his story of how he ditched his chances of a place in the Vendee Globe 
Race to turn back into the face of a Southern Ocean storm to save the 
life of French competitor Raphael Dinelli. 

Goss was able to hold a better trophy than the Vendee Cup for his brave 
feat: He was awarded the Legion d’ Honneur by French President Chirac.

When I read this book I thought Goss had used a ghostwriter, surely he 
can’t be such a great scribe as well as a champion sailor? But he is both 
and I can’t recommend this book highly enough. 

Mariner’s Library

As Long As It’s Fun

Close to the Wind
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Sailors’ Stories | The queen of cruising

The Queen 
of Cruising
America’s most famous cruising couple, Lin and Larry Pardey, were dubbed 

‘cruising royalty’ by their peers. When Larry died last year, Lin embarked on a 
documentary of his life which was launched at last month’s Annapolis Boat Show. 

She talked to Dick Durham about their life afloat.

Sailors’ Stories
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Some things never change and after 
200,000 miles of ocean sailing, two 
circumnavigations, and 53 years of crewing 
together, the motto of Lin and Larry Pardey 
remains what it was when they started in 
1968: ‘Go simple, go small, go now.’

Let’s break that down...

Go simple: Their boats had no liferaft, no 
radar, no sat phone and no engine. 

Go small: Seraffyn, their first cruising boat, 
was a home-built 24 -footer. Taleisin, their 
second DIY-built cruiser was just four feet 
longer. 

Go now: Within weeks of her 1969 launch, 
they set off from San Diego in Seraffyn 
without waiting to be fully funded, using 
their skills as yacht delivery skippers, 

shipwrights and riggers to pay for their 
east-about circumnavigation. They 
returned 11 years later!

“We saw ourselves as professional bums,” 
Lin told Ocean Sailor, “but all Larry and I 
wanted to do was go sailing and everything 
was directed to that end.”

Although the couple were ahead of their 
time environmentally speaking, having 
no engine or electronics was not so much 
‘green’ as clean. Meaning, they were clear 
of the extra debt an engine would impose 
and also free of the maintenance that went 
with it.

“Instead, we used a 14ft sweep to scull in 
and out of marina berths. We had rowing 
positions, too. It became like a sport, 
having no engine, it kept up the challenge 
and it provided cheap thrills,” said Lin.

“We reckoned that the fishermen of 
yesteryear had sailed into small bays, 
harbours and creeks as they had no engines, 
so we could do the same.”

On one occasion, short-tacking up the Rad 
de Brest in Brittany, they became so adept 
at manoeuvrability their bowsprit poked 
into the reeds on each bank.

They borrowed an 8 HP outboard to transit 
the Panama Canal, in Seraffyn, but as 
they approached the Caribbean, the wind 
funnelled in and the outboard was useless 
against it.

“We asked the pilot if we could sail her 
out? He said, why not, I’ve got control of 
the traffic…” They tacked her out while the 
ships waited!
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The full-keeled, five-ton, Bermudian cutter 
could make up to 150 miles per 24 hours, a 
tribute to her designer, Lyle Hess, and she 
hove-to with ease as well. 

The couple’s first at-sea storm in the Gulf 
Stream was a perfect example, wherewith 
a three-reefed mainsail, the tiller lashed to 
leeward, all the “stress on ourselves and the 
strains on the boat disappeared instantly.”

Their cruise was interspersed with delivery 
trips, but after 16 days from Bermuda to 
the Azores and a further 19 to Falmouth, 
the couple sailed up Channel and wintered 
in Poole, Dorset, where they met a young 
dinghy racing champion, Paul Lees, who 
went on to found the world-famous Crusader 
sail loft. 

In 1974 they took more time off their first 
circumnavigation while Larry crewed for 
Leslie Dyball aboard his 30-footer, Chough, 
in the Round Britain Race. Although they 
came 14th over the line, on handicap they 
came first, securing an admiring bottle of 
champagne from Peter Blake, who became 
a friend. Later, Sir Peter Blake became one 
of the world’s most famous racing skippers 
before being murdered by pirates in the 
Amazon in 2001. 

They cruised on south and in an anchorage 
in Galacia, a ‘short, chunky figure’ from a 
huge powerboat, Arturo, waved at them. They 
realised later that they had just been greeted 
by General Francisco Franco, notorious 
dictator of Spain, in his final year of life.

After sailing through the Med, and down the 
Red Sea, Seraffyn was caught in a typhoon 
in the Bay of Bengal, which blew out her 
mainsail and fired hail so hard that “my legs 
were polka-dotted with bruises,” said Lin.

But Larry’s expert navigation had put them 
on the ‘right’ side of the storm, ensuring they 
were driven away from the eye, unlike the 
less fortunate 50ft yacht, Crusader, skippered 
by an acquaintance, Don Sorte, who, along 
with his crew, was lost with all hands.

“Larry had surveyed the boat earlier and 
found some rot in her spreaders. But Don 
said he’d crossed the Bay of Bengal twice 
before and that he had to get to Singapore 
where repairs were to be made,” said Lin. 
Unfortunately, Lin believes, Crusader was on 
the wrong side of the eye and driven into it 
rather than away from it.

Typhoon Phailin killed 200,000 in South-
East India with a tidal surge 10ft above 
normal.

Weeks later in Malaysia the couple were 
approached by the father of one of the 
missing crew who was not certain his son was 
aboard. Lin showed him the boy’s signature 
in Seraffyn’s logbook, confirming the dreaded 
news that he had been on Crusader.
“It was the saddest thing,” she recalls.

Passing Singapore, Borneo and Manila, 
they eventually left Yokohama, taking 49 
days to cross the Pacific to Victoria, British 
Columbia. Their first circumnavigation was 
completed, 30 of those ocean-crossing days 
were in visibility less than 150 yards.

By now Lin had become a respected sailing 
journalist and she was commissioned to 
cover a 1982 hurricane that had beached 
29 boats, including French global sailing 
legend Bernard Moitessier’s boat, Joshua, 
along Cabo San Lucas in Mexico. Moitessier 
confessed to Lin that the loss of his boat 
was more the fault of his smoking pot with 
film-making superstar Klaus Kinski than 
the storm!
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In 1983 their second Lyle Hess designed 
boat, Taleisin, was launched at Newport 
Beach.

She was described by Patience Wales, editor 
of Sail magazine as looking like a cross 
between a ‘brothel and a fine Swiss watch.’

Lin laughs at the recollection. “We lived in 
a small space, but we lived in luxury with 
silk cushions, the finest crockery, crystal 
glasses and hanging baskets which is what 
Patience was referring to.”

Again, as soon as Taleisin was launched they 
set off for sea trials, but were soon side-
tracked to help a fellow sailor.
Marlene Pugh’s husband, Bob, had been 
murdered aboard his boat, Matani Vahini, 
a Mariner 39 which had been beached. The 
boat was all his widow had to her name and 
so Lin and Larry refloated her and sailed 
her back to California.

“There was still blood under the cushions,” 
Lin told Ocean Sailor, “and there was also 
evidence he’d been tortured. Imagine the 
difficulty I had in being obliged to show 
the couple’s son where his father had been 
murdered.”

The pair set off again and explored Tahiti, 
Bora Bora and many other islands in the 
Pacific.

In 1985 Taleisin dropped anchor in New 
Zealand’s Bay of Islands where the couple 
ran into their old friends and UK sailing 
counterparts, Eric and Susan Hiscock 
aboard their last boat Wanderer V. 

Lin noticed Wanderer V did not have a 
double berth and queried Susan about this. 
“She told me that if the pair fancied some 
nuptials, they set off out to sea, hove-
to and with Beethoven’s 6th Symphony 
playing and a bottle of champagne they’d 
‘enjoyed each other’s company on the
cabin sole’.”
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In 1986 they were hit by a cyclone in the 
Coral Sea and spent 56 hours riding to a 
sea anchor. Two fishermen were lost in 
the storm and when the couple eventually 
made port in Mooloolaba, Lin discovered 
she’d broken three ribs.

They had broken their own rule by sailing 
to a timetable: “We believed in the rule 
that sailboats have destinations, not ETAs, 
but were rendezvousing with friends for 
Christmas,” Lin said.

In 1996 Larry was presented with the 
Royal Institute of Navigators International 
Oceanic Award by Princess Anne at the 
London Boat Show, but the apex of their 
sailing career was still to come.

Inspired by their old friend John 
Kretschmer’s doubling of Cape Horn in 

Gigi, a Contessa 32, Lin and Larry set off in 
Taleisin in 2001 to also leave ‘Cape Horn to 
Starboard.’

They came within a quarter of a mile of 
wrecking the boat at night on a rocky lee 
shore in the Strait of Le Maire when an 
unexpected current carried them too close. 
Fortunately, Lin spotted the gleaming rocks 
in time and threw the boat about.

Once around Cape Stiff, as it is known, 
they kept the dangerous lee shore of Chile 
150 miles to leeward, but spent three days 
hove-to and also suffered a knockdown off 
a 50 ft wave.

They later discovered that a 150-year-old 
church in Chile, on the same latitude, had 
been blown flat in the storm. 
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Their final ocean crossing was back to New 
Zealand, where the sale of Seraffyn had 
secured them a small cottage on Kawau 
island, 30 miles north of Auckland.

“We built a life together. We got along well. 
I loved Larry as much as I loved sailing. 
There were only ever tensions when we 
were in the hands of other people,” Lin told 
Ocean Sailor. “He was a great man who had 
youngsters treating him as their father. He 

Lin and Larry have written 12 books 
including Storm Tactics Handbook; they have 
made many films including Get Ready to 
Cross Oceans.

The Real Deal broadcasting officially 
launched The Real Deal Larry Pardey at the 
Annapolis Boatshow University in October. 
It is now available for download or to rent 
from YouTube, Vimeo or through the The 
Sailing Channel website.

told them to use their own abilities and to 
use them NOW. He told them university will 
never give you that.”

Lin is still sailing with her new partner, 
Australian, David Haigh, with whom she 
made a recent stormy passage across the 
Tasman Sea aboard their Van de Stadt 40, 
Sahula.

Links to the online version and DVD of 
The Real Deal can be found below:

“I suffered eight fractures including five 
broken ribs,” Lin told me, “in Taleisin I 
knew every grab rail and handhold and I’d 
gone to reach them but they weren’t there.”

Larry would not have been impressed!
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Simple Spiced 
Pumpkin Soup

In The Galley
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As the wintery weather begins to take hold, it is the perfect time to head to the galley 
and make some soup. As you read this, you might have a lot of pumpkin laying around 
after Halloween so we will help you clear the decks and make a spiced pumpkin soup. 

This soup can take on many forms and ingredients. I have seen extra spices from 
cinnamon and nutmeg to extra ingredients like apples or coconut milk. For today, we 
have included a very simple but delicious recipe.

1 1/2 kg pumpkin peeled and chopped 

2 onions, chopped

1 tbs garlic crushed

3 tbs curry powder

1L chicken liquid stock

1 tbs olive oil

600 ml cream

1 pinch salt and pepper to taste

Ingredients
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Simple Spiced 
Pumpkin Soup

With some olive oil in a pan, 
throw in your chopped onions, 

crushed garlic and curry powder 
and saute until they are tender.

1
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Peel and chop the pumpkin into 
medium pieces and prepare 1L of 

chicken stock. 

In a large pot, pour in the 
chicken stock and add the 

pumpkin, salt, pepper, sautéed 
onions and garlic.

Bring the mixture to a boil and 
then turn down the heat until 

the pumpkin has softened.

2

3

4
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When the pumpkin is ready, 
add the cream and blend until 

smooth.

You can garnish with cooked spiced pumpkin seeds. We recommend accompanying the soup with a good crusty 
loaf of bread or sourdough.

5

6
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Travel & Discovery | Turkey to Thailand

Part 1: The start of a long voyage...

By Rene Tiemessen

Turkey to 
Thailand
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‘What a lot of experienced sailors’, I muse. 
We listened to the Rally Leader during the 
briefing at the start of the rally in Kekova, 
Turkey. All 20 participants sat in a circle 
and I appraised everyone. I estimate at 
least a thousand years of experience is in 
the circle and see us mainly as beginners. 
A clear sense of underestimation. 
Uncertainty creeps into you for sure when 
you’re faced with a journey like this. For 
the next 6 months we will be underway, 
sailing about 5000 miles from Turkey 
to India. It is a colourful group of rally 
participants. The average age is above 50, 
but there are also some younger couples 
coming along.

After weeks of preparation, we are 
technically ready to go. We have prepared 
the boat, our Phillip Rhodes designed 60ft 
sloop Alondra. After the final provisioning 
is complete, we are impatient to cast off 
the lines.

Traditional boats in Sicily.

The start of a 
long voyage...

Alondra

Making sure Alondra is ready 
for her voyage
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Kekova is beautiful by the way, a lovely bay, 
very safe and boasts fantastic nature with 
a small village set against the hills. And of 
course the “Sunken City” with its Lycian 
Tombs, all in crystal clear water. 

The first stage is 19 miles towards Finike, 
a name that you can immediately forget 
as there is nothing of any note here. From 
there, we left 2 days later in the afternoon 
for the first serious passage of 143 miles to 
Bozyasi. Bozyazi is located east of Alanya 
and Antalya. If you want to be devoid of 
mass tourism and get off the beaten path, it 
starts here. We’re sailing east, at almost 90 
degrees. The evening falls and on board and 
we eat port stew, where we fry the last pork 
bacon from Rhodes. The wind dies down 
so we start up the engine and organise our 
watches. 3 hours on, 3 hours off. We are 
in front and the rally boats around us can 
be seen on the radar or, closer, through 
their navigation lights. Every now and then 
someone yells something and it gives a safe 
feeling.

Lycian Tomb partly submerged
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Not long off watch, at half past one, I’m 
in bed asleep when Edith wakes me up. 
“Rene! Rene! The engine falters!”. “F**k!”, 
I think and I jump out of bed wide awake. 
We really didn’t need that, especially on 
the first real passage! I check the vital parts 
in the engine room; water, oil temperature 
and pressure. Everything seems fine. Edith 
suggests we may be out of diesel. Diesel? 
That can not be true. We calculated it so 
well and we still have at least... A minute 
later, I notice an empty tank due to a stupid 
calculation error and switch to our second 
tank. Edith dives for the priming pump and 
I try to bleed the engine in a rolling swell. 
After a few attempts, I closed the bolt just 
a bit too hard in my enthusiasm. “Crack” 
goes the bolt and with it the chance to 
start the engine again as diesel runs out 
of the vent. We contact the rally via VHF 
to report our situation and immediately 
feel guilty. Chris van de Roterik, a 12 meter 
cutter, offers to tow us. We accept his offer 
and a little later we are back on course, 
behind a long line. I dive back into the 
engine room and try to repair the hole. But 
it doesn’t work with the leaking diesel. 
Thus we are towed for the remaining 55 
miles and eventually, crippled, we enter 
the port of Bozyazi. The other rally boats 
are already there and have reserved a spot 
for us. Fortunately, we arrived in one piece. 
Thanks to our compatriot.

Bozyazi is a small harbour with a village 
2 kilometres away. From here you can 
easily visit the Anamur fortress, a ruin of 
a crusader fortress. It is one of the largest 
and best preserved along the Turkish east 
coast. We head to the local “Sanay” (an 
industrial area) to find a new copy of our 
broken bolt. We are in luck, it’s in stock. A 
Perkins engine has its advantages, parts are 
available everywhere. And the cost...?
Just € 0.75!

Over the following days, we sail along small 
harbours encountering very friendly local 
people. We can clearly see that there are 
few to no tourists in places like Aydincik, 
Aga Limani and Tascucu. Smiling faces 
everywhere, good facilities and hospitality. 
The local lamp post supplies power and 
water comes from the teahouse through a 
long hose. 160 miles further we arrive in 
Mersin, a big city with an even bigger port. 
It is not recommended to arrive here at 
night due to the many ships that sail in and 
out, some of which are small unlit boats. 
At the time, the new marina was not quite 
finished, so we had to go to the small fishing 
port in the northwest corner of the port 
area, located in the heart of the city.

A large crowd is waiting for us on arrival. 
It’s the start of the sugar festival and the 
people are on holiday. The Coast Guard 
is working overtime to help us and two 
pontoons have been cleared especially 
for the rally. Here and there, fishing nets 
are quickly removed and we make for the 
pontoons. Mersin certainly did her best 
to show her best side. In the days that 
followed, we refreshed ourselves in the last 
hamburger chain, a large supermarket and 
filled up with water.

Mersin
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On the evening before departure to Larnaca 
in Cyprus, the rally leader briefs us about 
the 125-mile route. Stay away from Turkish 
Cyprus is the motto. Sailing from Greek 
Cyprus to Turkish Cyprus is possible, 
however,  the other way around is not 
recommended. That is if you don’t want to 
be locked up for a few days and get a ticket. 
Greek Cyprus still regards the Turkish as 
occupiers. 

Finally, the day came for us to leave. We 
sailed straight into a wild night, crossing 
with force 4 to 5 from behind. There was 
a big swell that seemed to come from 
all sides. We swing back and forth and 
wondered how the other lighter yachts 
were handling the conditions around us. 
My mind thought about, for example, the 
10-meter-long Gustavus Vasa.

We had calculated to arrive at Cyprus in 
the morning and as if by clockwork, at 
dawn, we got our first sight of Larnaca. If 
the wind picked up as expected, we would 
head for the harbour under the shelter of 
the land at about 8 knots. On channel 16, 
we called Larnaca Marina and we heard 
that we were expected. The outer basin of 
the harbour appeared to be reserved for us 
because of the overcrowded main marina. 
We moored with an anchor and the typical 
Mediterranean stern-to. Later that day, 
due to a rising storm, a place for everyone 
is found. It works, with difficulty, so 
disembarking will be a bit difficult for some 
in the coming days.

Sailing with the rally 
boats all around

Edith
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Greek Cyprus is very modern.  To our 
delight, we could claim another ‘last’ 
hamburger chain! New hotels, spacious 
shops and good facilities. In addition, the 
climate is wonderful and mild all year 
round. Even in winter, temperatures are 
around 20 degrees. This is why many 
sailors choose to spend their winter here. 
Although this has decreased somewhat 
in recent years due to the full marinas. At 
the time of our trip, there were quite a few 
plans for the port of Larnaca. It was to be 
expanded by 70 places and 4 new marinas 
were also planned along the entire coastline 
to be completed within 3 to 5 years.

Edith and I decided to head off and explore 
Nicosia for a day. One side of this special 
city is a vibrant modern metropolis with 

promenades. We enjoy a cosy old city 
centre, walking through shopping and 
enjoying ourselves on one of the many 
terraces. On the other side, a few blocks 
away, it suddenly becomes very quiet. 
We feel like we were in a Fellini movie 
where time stands still. Just as suddenly, 
we find ourselves face to face with the 
division between North and South Cyprus, 
still guarded by UN soldiers. Behind the 
windows of some shops, time has literally 
stopped. Doors that were closed during the 
outbreak of war in 1974 and never opened 
again. There were still cars here and there, 
a printing house, a Mercedes dealer and 
something that looked like a drugstore. 
With the right key, you could start again 
in no time, it was very bizarre! It was hard 
to imagine that the city continued on even 

further on the other side of the wall. Just 
like the idea that Turkish is spoken there 
and, as we know from our earlier visit two 
years ago, that there is a lot less prosperity 
on that side of the divide. 

Back on the Alondra, we prepare again as 
the rally is planned to leave for Port Said, 
Egypt in a few days. Our watermaker has 
broken and we would desperately need 
it later in the Red Sea. We ordered new 
membranes online and had them sent 
to our customs agent in Egypt. Just to be 
sure, I called him about the costs he would 
charge for receiving and delivering this 
package at the port. “Nothing,” he says 
kindly. That “nothing” would later turn out 
to be a bit more. Much much more...

Border division between north 
and south Cyprus

The dead part of the city next 
to the border.

The pretty streets of Nicosia
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Dropping Anchor | Readers Favourite Anchorages

Showcasing your favourite anchorages.
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From Justin, Ocean Sailor reader from the Ireland

This beautiful anchorage is found in the 
southern Grenadines and is part of the Tobago 
Cays marine park. The biodiversity of the area 
is astonishing with crystal clear waters, coral 
reefs and a vast array of marine life. You have to 
be careful when dropping your anchor not to hit 
a turtle or ray. The surrounding coral reef offers 
some protection and a great spot to snorkel but 
be wary of changing currents. 

The local rangers will greet you when you 
arrive and it costs $10 per person to stay in 
the anchorage. The rangers are friendly and 
provide a lot of information about the local 
area. Generally the anchorage is well protected 
but can get a little lumpy in strong winds. You 
can move to Salt Whistle Bay (Editor note: which 
was featured in the February issue of Ocean Sailor) 
which may offer a little more protection from 
different wind directions.

A short dinghy ride will take you to the white 
sandy beaches of Petite Rameau. Here you can 
enjoy bbq lobster, fish or chicken on the beach 
from one of the shacks. Accompany this with a 
beer or punch during sunset and it is a magical 
experience. 

Location Tobago Cays, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Caribbean     Coordinates 12°37.90’N 61°21.54’W
Seabed Sand     Protection Protected anchorage from NW to E

Tobago Cays
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From Peter, Ocean Sailor reader from the United Kingdom

Nestled within the forest shrouded island of 
Mljet, this anchorage is not only the perfect 
safe haven to escape bad weather but is also 
a magical location to explore. Located about 
20nm from Dubrovnik, Okuklje is a perfect 
stopover while you explore the Croatian 

coastline. According to legend, Odysseus was 
drawn to the island for 7 years.

The bay offers various spots to anchor and the 
local restaurants provide free mooring jetties or 
buoys with water and electricity as long as you 

eat at their restaurant. The Restaurant Maestral 
is a favorite amongst cruisers. There is a church 
overlooking the bay which is worth a walk up 
to and overall the hiking and biking on Mljet is 
excellent. 

Location Okuklje, Mljet, Croatia     Coordinates 42°43’35.1”N 17°40’15.2”E    Seabed Good holding in sand
Protection Very well protected anchorage from all directions

Okuklje
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From Louise, Ocean Sailor reader from the New Zealand

A stone’s throw to the northeast of Auckland, 
Rakino is one of the many islands of the 
Hauraki Gulf. With only 21 permanent 
residents, it is an isolated and a quiet escape 
from the city. The island features many bays 
that can provide protection from all wind 
directions. Woody Bay and West Bay offer the 
best protection generally although open to the 
west. 

There is excellent swimming and snorkelling in 
the bays and the island offers lovely walks and 
great spots for picnics. Fishing is also popular 
at Rakino, especially spearfishing. 

The island itself has a strange history being 
owned by some noteworthy individuals. 
Governor Sir George Grey first bought the 
island to establish his home, however he 
abandoned the idea when Kawau Island came 

up for sale. In 1963 Dr. Maxwell Rickard (the 
Great Ricardo) bought the island, planning 
a great eutopia, advertising for 100 men and 
women to join him on the island. He even 
went as far as to pitch to the United Nations to 
recognise the island as an independent country. 
Alas, by 1965 he gave up on his plans and sold 
off the island. Rakino is also the first place in 
the world to install a solar telephone which still 
remains today, offering free calls to Auckland.

Location Woody Bay, Rakino Island, New Zealand      Coordinates 36°42.91’S 174°56.53’E
 Seabed Good holding in mud and sand     Protection Protection from any wind direction from the various island bays

Woody Bay
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