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Welcome 
Aboard

A Look Back at 2019

Welcome to the first edition of Kraken News 
in which we aim to keep everyone up to 
date with developments at Kraken Yachts 
and also to inform our readers about all 
aspects of blue water cruising. We hope 
Kraken News will become a valuable source 
of information for those who wish to gain 
knowledge about subjects ranging from 
live-aboard cruising, through design, build 
and commissioning of yachts to equipment, 
both above and below the waterline as well 
as down below and on deck.

In discussion with Dick Durham, friend and 
crew, as well as a lifetime sailing journalist, 
biographer, author and now the editor of 
Kraken News, we realised there is a dearth 
of cruising knowledge to be found in to-
day’s world. In our early days of sailing 
which begun in earnest for us in the late 
1960s and early 70s there were many jour-
nals and publications available covering 
cruising under sail. 

Old salts such as Eric and Susan Hiscock, K. 
Adlard Coles, Des Sleightholme, and many 
others, have crossed the bar long ago and 
whilst some of their publications still exist 
and much of what they have written is still 
very pertinent, few have come forward, with 
the notable exception of Tom Cunliffe, to 
replace them and reinforce their message. 
Instead it is extreme sport racing that is 
grabbing the headlines today which is hav-
ing a detrimental effect on contemporary 
yacht design as well as seamanship. 

We hope you will enjoy what we produce, 
but also comment and contribute to our 
efforts. Contributions from readers will be 
greatly appreciated.

It has been a very busy year for Kraken 
Yachts. In March we launched the first 
Kraken 50 followed three months later by 
the second K50 in June.

Staff from some the world’s most influential 
yachting magazines came out to run sea 
trials in Hong Kong and the K50 received 
glowing accolades and positive boat 
test reviews in Yachting World, Yachting 
Monthly, Cruising Helmsman and others.
Trystan Grace’s matchless photos held 
the front page of no less than nine of 
the top international yachting magazine 
publications in one year. For Kraken’s yachts 
to become ‘cover stars’ so comprehensively 
and instantaneously has been a source of 
reassurance that we are getting it right. For 
what is, at present, a small and relatively 
new brand, our good press remains a 
badge of pride for our hard-working team. 
The K50 was nominated for best blue water 
cruising yacht of the year by the UK’s Sailing 
Today magazine. We were up against major, 
long-established yacht brands but, industry 
sources tell us, the K50 very nearly pipped 
these big names at the post. 

We have had tremendous support from 
the world’s sailing media, and many 
long established yachting journalists and 
celebrity yachtsmen, such as Sir Robin Knox-
Johnston, Pete Goss and Tom Cunliffe have 
lined up to support and endorse Kraken 
Yacht’s fundamental design principles of 
Integral keel and full-skeg rudder for blue 
water cruising. One editor told me as I 
thanked her for her magazine’s support 
at Southampton Boat show that Kraken’s 
safety first ethos is exactly what many of her 
magazine’s readers are interested in.
Our successes culminated just a month ago 
when Yachting World included the Kraken 
50 as one of the best blue water cruising 
designs of all time!  

Due to the high level of interest in Kraken 
Yachts from the UK and Europe, in June 
we took the decision to open production 
of all Kraken Yachts in Tuzla, Turkey. Kraken 
Yachts Ltd entered into a joint venture 
arrangement with Su Marine Ltd, one of 
Turkey’s top super-yacht building yards. 
We needed to build new moulds for the 
Kraken 50 for Turkish production and 
designer Filip Sochaj and Naval Architect 
Kevin Dibley have tweaked and honed the 
design to make K50 V2.0 even better. 

All aspects of the underwater hull, keel 
and rudder shape remain the same, but 
significant accommodation and styling 
improvements have been achieved. 

In May 2019 White Dragon finally reached 
Kraken’s new home in Turkey after a 12 
month epic 32,000 nautical mile maiden 
voyage from Hong Kong via the South 
China Sea, the Indian Ocean, the Cape of 
Good Hope, the Atlantic Ocean and the 
length of the Mediterranean.
It has been the mother of all shake-down 
cruises and it gives me a tremendous 
amount of satisfaction to have proved to 
myself and the world of Kraken followers, 
that the design and build concepts that all 
our yachts are based on, are now tried and 
tested and very much fit for purpose.

2020…and forward to the year 
ahead

We now have orders for the K50 V2.0 and 
K58 and the shipwrights in Tuzla are flat-out 
completing the K50 V.20 moulds, which will 
be finished by end of February. We will then 
go straight into production, as orders for 
the K50 are building up: We only have two 
build slots left now for K50 V2.0 production 
in 2020.

Once we have the K50 V2.0 production 
in hand, we will start building the first 
K58 moulds in May and we will begin 
K58 production in October, also the K66 
moulds will start in June and production by 
November. Although we have the option 
to move the K66 mould and production 
forward to begin in April if customer 
demand requires it.

In 2020 our target is to produce six or 
seven yachts across our Turkey and China 
production hubs.

We will maintain bespoke design for 
each client, so that every Kraken is built 
exclusively for it’s owners. Form will 
continue to follow function and purpose: 
namely the very best yachts for true blue 
water world cruising.

In late 2020 I will sail White Dragon to 
the Caribbean and then probably up to 
Annapolis on the East Coast of the USA to 
showcase Kraken Yachts at the Annapolis 
Boat Show in 2021.
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Chairman of Kraken Yachts, Dick 
Beaumont, announces a new online 
magazine for blue water sailors



Kraken 50 among 
‘best blue water 
designs of all time’

Hybrid Power: myth or magic? 

The Kraken 50 has been ranked among the 
‘best blue water sailing yacht designs of all 
time’ by Yachting World, the international 
ocean cruising magazine, in their December 
2019 issue.   

The K50 was given a test-sail by the 
magazine’s team and was added to the 
‘wish-list’ that Editor, Elaine Bunting, 
believes should be considered by any sailor 
looking for an ocean cruising yacht.

The K50 was categorised in the following 
terms: ‘Conceived as a belt-and-braces 
cruiser, her unique points lie underwater 
in the guise of a full skeg-hung rudder and 
‘Zero Keel’, an integral long keel with lead 
ballast.

‘Kraken Yachts is the brainchild of British 
businessman and highly experienced 
cruiser Dick Beaumont, who is adamant that 
safety should be foremost in cruising yacht 
design and build. “There is no such thing 
as ‘one yacht for all purposes’… You cannot 
have the best of all worlds, whatever the 
salesman tells you,”’ he said.

The first K50, Seneca, was built for ocean 
yachtsman David Wilkinson, a 56-year-old 
financial advisor with more than 25 years 
offshore sailing experience.

David, one of the sailors who re-created 
Captain Bligh’s Mutiny on the Bounty open-
boat voyage of 4,000 miles across the 
Pacific, plans a circumnavigation as well as 
long distance cruises in the South China Sea 
from his base in Hong Kong with his wife, 
two daughters and pet dog, Max.

‘Because my sailing will include taking my 
family I needed a boat which could be 
sailed short-handed, in which all lines could 
be controlled from a deep cockpit, and 
which had practical living arrangements and 
good stowage space.’

He added: ‘I also wanted a yacht that turns 
heads when arriving at the marina. Life is 
too short for an ugly boat!’

Following a recent enquiry from a K50 client 
to have a hybrid power system fitted, the 
Kraken technical team explored the pros and 
cons of such a system, and it soon became 
clear that the search for the ecological holy 
grail of a blue water yacht powered entirely 
by renewable electric energy, that has a zero 
carbon footprint, remains exactly that: a search.

To date such a system cannot be built, unless 
the owner accepts that the yacht – other than 
at a berth with shore power can only practically 
be powered by the wind in its sails, other than 
for just an hour or two. Even then, only if it 
has been regenerating power whilst sailing for 
several days and without using the regenerated 
power for onboard systems or equipment.

This is because most hybrid drive systems are 
based on boats returning to a marina berth to 
recharge their batteries, and most blue water 
cruising yachts do not sail along the nearby 
coastline where power points exist, but set off 
across many hundreds of miles of ocean where 
they do not. The conclusions we have arrived 
at are focused therefore on the needs of the 
long distance blue water yacht.

The core issue is the power required to push 
a yacht through the water when she’s not 
sailing. Our investigations were based on 
our Kraken 50, but the conclusions reached 
apply to a greater or lesser degree to any 
heavy displacement blue water cruising 
boat.

The first key factor to note is that it takes 
approx 28kW to push a K50 (20 tonnes 
displacement) through the water at six and 
a half knots for an hour. Surprisingly many 
familiar brands already established in this field, 
do not start from this premise. It is, however, 
fundamental. The two essential factors to 
establish are these: how much power will be 
required to run a boat for a given time or 
distance; what is the yacht’s resistance factor? 
This is because the origin of the required 
power must come from one of three sources: 1) 
stored electricity in the drive side battery bank 
2) generated or regenerated electrical power 
onboard 3) diesel fuel.

Only lithium batteries can be used because 
the weight, capacity and size of conventional 
storage banks is impractical on a boat.

Some other issues that must be considered:

1) Since the electric drive motor will require 
48v the minimum battery capacity that can 
realistically be used is 2 x 300 amp x 24v 
batteries, which must be cabled in series to 
give 300 amps at 48v.

2) Lithium batteries have usable capacity of
around 80%. Each 300 amp x 24 v battery can
provide 10kW of usable power assuming they 
are full.  

3) At 6.5 knots each battery will only be able
to power the yacht for just over 20 minutes.

4) This running time will be reduced further if 
the hull has any fouling or there is some wave 
motion on the sea.

5) The power required to drive the yacht is 
radically reduced at lower speeds: the K50 
requires only 5kW to run for an hour if the 
speed is 3.5 knots, therefore one 300 amp 
battery will power the yacht for over an hour at 
3.5 knots.

6) The regeneration that can be achieved from 
the prop turning whilst sailing at seven knots is 
approximately 400 watts therefore to recharge 
the battery bank sufficiently to drive the yacht 
for just one hour at 6.5 knots it will take 70 hrs!

7) The output from the size of solar panels that
we are able to accommodate is approximately
200 watts, so solar will contribute half that of 
hydro regeneration and only in good sunlight.

8) While price differs depending on the brand 
of lithium batteries used, we found the cost 
per 300 amp x 24 v battery with the battery 
management unit required is approximately 
$5,000 USD per battery.

From those conclusions our analysis follows:

Since it would require 36 x 300 amp lithium 
batteries to power the vessel for 12 hours, 
having no diesel engine back-up is not viable 
as over long distances such alternative drive 
power will be necessary.

Therefore battery cost alone - $180,000 USD 
- renders this solution impractical: and even if 
there’s enough room in your wallet for such a 
sum there is not enough room aboard for such 
a system. 

Strike one.

We were next recommended a hybrid drive 
system based on electricity power from an 
on board diesel generator, and discovered 
two fundamental problems, as well as some 
inconvenient truths, in the system that was 
suggested. 

There is no getting away from the power 
needed, and considering the inefficiencies 
there are using a generator based system, 
which turns diesel power to AC electric power, 
then AC power to DC electric power, DC to 
battery power, battery power to electric drive 
power, which finally turns the prop shaft, it’s no 
surprise to discover we would need a generator 
of at least 32kW out put or more.

1) This is a massive generator which is far too 
large to fit into a 50ft sailing yacht.
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Reports Dick Durham



...Hybrid Power: Myth or Magic? 
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Kraken’s recommended hybrid drive flow diagram

2) Its fuel consumption will be approx nine 
litres per hour.

3) The fuel consumption of a Yanmar 80 HP
(58.8 KW) diesel engine running at 1600
rpm as required to power the yacht to six
and a half knots is less than 3.5 litres per hour.

Strike two.

The Kraken answer is. It’s clear that if we want 
to power the yacht, other than by wind, and 
have home comforts such as air conditioning, 
water maker, refrigeration, auto pilot, radar, 
GPS plotter, VHF radio plus electric cooker and 
more, we need to accept that we need a diesel 
main engine to drive the yacht, but we then 
need to improve its efficiency, and include a 
reasonable sized generator that is dedicated to 
produce electric power for the house battery 
bank and the onboard systems.

For the specialised use of blue water cruising, 
the only solution we found is compatible, 
incorporates Hybrid Marine’s V Twin electric 
drive motor/generator and a diesel main 
engine.

So after filtering out all the snake oil, and the 
dragon’s teeth, here’s the hybrid drive system 
we have developed for the Kraken 50. It 
comprises of:

1) Yanmar 4JH80 80HP diesel engine.

2) Hybrid Marine V Twin electric drive 
generator.

3) 2 x 300 amp x 24v lithium batteries with 
battery management unit cabled in series to 
produce 300 amps x 48v (the drive battery 
bank can be increased to give longer silent 
power running).

4) 2 x 300 amp x 24v lithium batteries cabled 
in parallel to provide 600 amps x 24v for the 
house battery bank (the house battery bank 
can be increased to provide more power 
storage if required).

5) A Northern Lights 7kW generator.

6) Victron Quattro inverter charger or chargers 
according to what onboard systems are 
installed. 

7) A Bruntons Eco Autoprop to provide 
maximum drive efficiency at lower RPM and 
improved electric regeneration whilst sailing.

8) A solar panel array with controller to produce 
200 watts of electric power.

This system has many benefits including 
the fact that it will reduce your yacht’s 
carbon emissions and save money on fuel 
consumption.

Conclusion
It’s hard to over-emphasize the value 
of having a back up propulsion system. 
Although the generator and V Twin drive 
motor described in the system will only 
provide a little under 4 knots or so of 
steerage, anyone that has faced sailing 
into an anchorage hidden up a dog’s leg 
of a reef-strewn channel will know that a 
guaranteed four knots of steerage way is 
gold dust. 

Whilst this system is more expensive than 
the conventional alternative, it greatly 
reduces the carbon footprint of the vessel.

The technology does not yet exist to power 
a sailing yacht on passages by renewable 
energy alone. This system however will 
greatly reduce fossil fuel consumption and 
carbon emissions.

Assuming that the yacht is used regularly, 
the costs of the system should be recouped
within 5 years or so.

A) If the main engine fails, the Northern 
Lights generator can be run to charge the 
batteries sufficiently to continually power 
the vessel by the V Twin Drive motor at just 
under four knots continuously.

B) The V Twin generator will produce up to 
12kW of electric power whilst the engine is 
running and in gear. This will mean that it will 
be unnecessary to run the NL generator to top 
up the house bank if you have been running 
under main engine power for anything over 
an hour or so (dependant on the house power 
consumption of course). 

C) The V Twin generator and Autoprop will 
regenerate up to 500 kW whilst the yacht is 
sailing again, reducing generator running times.

D) The solar panel will provide top up power 
to keep the batteries fully charged whilst the 
vessel is left unattended and will provide extra 
power for the house bank to reduce generator 
running time.

E) The lithium battery bank’s lifespan is 
approximately three times longer than a 
conventional Gel or AGM battery bank.

F) Lithium batteries can absorb much higher 
input levels of charge power. This efficiency 
enables them to take all the charge capacity 
that is available to the batteries and they will 
charge faster than conventional Gel or AGM 
batteries. 

Kraken 50- Resistance Data
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In the next issue of 
Kraken News 
Which is the perfect rig for blue water 
cruising?

Mainsail furling systems 
Which ones the best one for you?

Keel or deck-stepped mast
Pro’s and con’s

Flying sails for cruising

An eight island cruise in the Ionian



The Kraken 50 in build
Many boat buyers may understand the 
processes behind the build of a yacht, but 
few ever get to see the embryo: the plug 
and subsequently the mould. This is mainly 
because the mould can be used to build 
around 40-50 boats, so unless you are 
in at the start of a marque you don’t get 
to witness the birth. Due in part to high 
demand for the Kraken 50, we are currently 
building the version 2.0 mould and want to 
share the growth stages with our readers. 

Even with her various accolades for design, 
Yachting World having recently named her 
as one of their ‘best blue water designs of 
all time,’ we have made a few tweaks to 
her design. We have raised the topsides by 
10cm and moved the chain-plates further 
out, providing benefits for interior layout 
options and overall space. We have also 
made changes to the styling of the saloon 
windows to show off the true Kraken wrap-
around design. As we build the newest 
plug, mould and eventually the yacht, each 
month we will cover the progress of the 
build to provide an insight into the Kraken 
concepts. 

Of course the first step before any 
construction work can begin lies with the 
design team. They ensure all models and 
drawings are ready before being handed 
to the shop floor. Our core design team is 
headed up by Head of Design, Filip Sochaj, 
who has been part of the Kraken family 
for over two years and has had a passion 
for sailing since he was a young boy. Our 
structural engineer, Pete Lawson, is a 
composite expert and has over 30 years of 
yachting and marine industry experience. 
Naval architect Kevin Dibley drew the 
yacht, and is also a life-long sailor. He spent 
his youth living on yachts, and now has a 
portfolio that is as extensive as it is varied. 
He has also worked alongside America’s 
Cup Hall of Fame yacht designer Laurie 
Davidson on various high-end racing and 
cruising designs over the past 20 years. 

Once the drawings are ready, files are 
generated which allow us to cut precision 
frames using a CNC machine. Two sets of 
frames are prepared, one set for the hull 
and a second set for the deck. 

The hull frames are laid out in order and 
connected together, much like a giant 
jigsaw puzzle. At this point, we have an 
upside down skeleton of the yacht and the 
basic structure is ready to be covered. The 
expert carpentry team takes wooden planks 
to create the shape of the hull, eventually 
finishing with three layers. Once this has 
been completed it is ready to be faired off.  

At the same time as the hull section is 
built, the rudder skeg and ZERO Keel are 
CNC cut from construction foam. These 
are then covered with filler, faired and 
laminated before they are ready to be 
inserted into the hull. Once craned to the 
hull and carefully inserted in the slots, 
computer analysis ensures these are located 
correctly. Each element of the plug must 
be precise to make certain every boat is 
perfect. Laser measurement tools are used 
at multiple points to check alignment and 
measurements reflect the computerised 
model and drawings.

Join us in February for the next update. 
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Trystan Grace, Kraken’s Creative and 
Sales Director, looks on...

Laser measuring tool checking the 
alignment of the keel after being 

inserted into the hull structure
CNC machining in action

The structure being laid out

Frames being laid out



The inside story

Boat-buyers seeking their dream yacht are 
often disappointed to discover that unless 
they pay a prohibitive price for a fully 
customised interior the only option left is a 
handful of layouts enthusiastically promoted 
by the builder. That is why we are offering 
a new approach. All our yachts are divided 
into modules: Aft, Midship and Bow with 
multiple layout options for each section.

Kraken’s head 
of design, Filip 
Sochaj reveals a 
new take on an 
industry standard.

A1

Kraken’s unique approach to modular layouts 
Each module is independent of the others, 
meaning the buyer can mix and match. We 
achieve this by keeping the hull structure 
and key structural bulkheads the same for 
all the layouts thereby fitting the furniture 
inside without incurring extra cost.

A2 Master cabin. For cruising couples. A 
spacious master cabin with a large double bed 
in the centre. Large hanging and cupboard 
storage on either side as well as top down 
access storage by the head of the bed and 
beneath it. A well-sized head provides an 
enclosed shower rivalling those fitted to much 
larger yachts. 

B1 Spacious and open. A folding table serves 
both sides of the saloon and seats up to eight 
people. The port side bench acts as a pilot 
berth and the folded table of the starboard 
side can be lowered to create a double bed. A 
raised nav station in the aft end of the saloon 
provides on watch visibility while staying warm 
and dry below. 

K50

The buyer starts off by choosing between two 
options for the Aft section (Module A):

A1 Two single berths. By placing the aft head in 
the middle of the boat we have generated space 
for two single cabins on each side. Berths lift on 
gas struts to provide ample storage beneath. 
For taller clients the aft head can be converted 
into a wet room. This layout also benefits from a 
bigger engine room. 

With the Amidship section (Module B), the 
buyer can truly stamp his personality aboard. 
All options feature three distinct components 
paramount to an authentic blue water cruiser: 

All Amidship sections comprise of:

A spacious and ergonomic galley that functions 
as well in calm as in rough conditions. 

A wet gear locker close to the companionway, 
which is vented and heated for quick drying. 

A raised nav station that provides exceptional 
visibility from inside the boat.

B3 Curved saloon. Seating which shadows the 
shape of the sheerline and deck are brought 
further inboard to provide greater stowage 
capabilities in the saloon. The raised nav 
station is also provided. 

B2 U-Shaped Saloon. The table can be lowered 
to provide a double bed. The nav station is 
located at the front of the saloon with a view of 
the sails and the sea. Behind it you can find an 
ice-maker as well as a wet locker. 

B4 Raised Saloon. While seated at the table 
crew enjoy uninterrupted views of the exterior 
with the whole seating area at the same height 
as the forward nav station. 

C1 Master Bow. A single cabin featuring a 
double bed on the starboard side and an en-
suite head to port with a dedicated shower 
cubicle. Forward in this example there is a 
vanity desk with a set of drawers and a lifting 
desk top with a mirror on the underside. 
Opposite is a wardrobe and drawers. 
Alternatively a washing machine and dryer 
could be fitted. With this layout a full-size 
lazarette is available.

C2 Double Bow. Designed to maximise the 
number of people that can sleep on the boat, 
this layout features a double bed cabin in the 
forepeak and a bunk cabin just forward of the 
mast. Paired with the U-shaped saloon and the 
two singles aft this makes for a great charter 
layout or for owners expect a full guest list. This 
layout features a day head. 

C3 Triple Bow is a two cabin arrangement 
which retains the bunk cabin from the 
double bow, but converts the other cabin 
to a single bed to port and a storage/desk 
area to starboard. The storage space to 
starboard has room for a washing machine. 
Also fitted with a lazarette. 

A2

B1

B2

B3

B4

C1

C2

C3
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This month we feature Dick Beaumont, 
Chairman of Kraken Yachts and Editor of 
Kraken News Dick Durham

Meet the 
Kraken
crew 

Dick started sailing as a seven-year-old 
cub with his father, Don, a Scoutmaster in 
the 1st & 2nd South Benfleet Sea Scouts in 
Essex England. His first passage was a creek 
crawl in a Cadet dinghy from Canvey Island 
floating bridge to Sewer Bend!

For more glamorous destinations he had to 
wait another 16 years until, as a backpacker 
aged 23 he found himself in Port of Spain, 
Trinidad and secured a berth to explore the 
Grenadines aboard Windward, a US flagged 
32ft classic yawl. 

Dick spent six months exploring the 
Caribbean on Windward and another 
Swedish-owned yacht before returning to 
the UK penniless but with one thing in mind: 
to buy his own cruising boat.

To that end he set up and ran a market 
trading business and after five years had 
saved enough to build his first yacht: 
Courser, a steel-hulled Endurance 35 
designed by Peter Ibold. It took him two 
years to finish the yacht in Dauntless 
boatyard Canvey Island, Essex and in 1981 
he set off for the Mediterranean with his 
wife, Sue and one-year-old son, Rob. 

Many of the bullet-proof qualities such as a 
super strong hull, long keel and keel hung 
rudder became ingrained in Dick’s thinking 
about what makes a safe offshore cruising 
boat.

In Courser Dick crossed the Bay of Biscay 
four times and cruised the then largely 
unexplored Western Mediterranean, before 
selling her in the early 1990s to fund his 
growing business.

Dick worked with the Taiwanese builders of 
his next boat Moonshadow, a Tayana 58 to 
ensure she included the rig, running rigging 
and other systems he wanted. She was 
launched in 2006 and he sailed her from 
the South China Sea across and around 
the Indian, Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. He 
clocked up over 150,000 nautical miles and 
ventured into many places not found in any 
cruising guide, such as Papua New Guinea, 
Northern Indonesia, the atolls of Micronesia 
and the Andaman Islands. 

By the time Dick had sailed to Australia 
his family had grown considerably. His two 
children Rob and Laura were now adults. 
They had a wife and a fiancé respectively. 
Jack, Dick’s first grandson, was a growing 
lad so when they all joined him in 2012, to 
sail the Whitsunday Islands, it became clear 
that Moonshadow was not big enough for 
them all to sail in comfort, the search for his 
ultimate cruising yacht began.

With the connections he’d made over many 
years ocean cruising, Dick returned to 
Taiwan and commissioned shipwrights Ta 
Yang to build a yacht to his full specification, 
commissioning Naval Architect Kevin Dibley, 
a New Zealander, to work with him. Dick 
incorporated all of his sailing experience 
and along with Kevin’s design knowledge 
and skill, the result was White Dragon, a 
Kraken 66 launched in 2016, which Dick 
sailed to the Eastern Mediterranean via the 
Cape of Good Hope, a year later.

During White Dragon’s build and lengthy 
cruise back to Europe she continually turned 
admiring heads which led to a plethora of 
enquiries and requests for a smaller boat of 
the same design. Kraken Yachts was born.

Kevin and Dick went on to design both the 
Kraken 50 and the Kraken 58.

 

Dick was born within the sound of fog-horns at 
Leigh-on-Sea, Essex where the Thames turns 
from river to estuary. That river is in his DNA: his 
grandfather, Cape Horner Richard Durham OBE 
DSO, went to sea as an apprentice in the square-
riggers, Pass of Killicrankie and Pass of Brander, both 
of which towed up river to the London Docks. 

His father, Richard II, a 
lifelong yachtsman, taught 
Dick, aged 12, how to 
hand, reef and steer. He 
has been sailing for over 50 
years, starting in dinghies, 
dayboats, and then on to 
cruising yachts and racing 
machines. He has sailed 
across the North Sea and 
down Channel as well as 
on the East Coast from 
the Humber to the Solent 
in his own boats and from 
Norway to Gibraltar in 
friends’ craft as well as bareboat chartering in the 
Caribbean, Med and Andaman Sea.

As a lad he served as mate in the last working sailing 
ship in the UK, the Thames sailing barge, Cambria, 
under the legendary Bob Roberts, carrying cargo 
from the London Docks to East Coast ports.

Dick also sailed aboard the Brixham trawler, Leader, 
on a delivery trip from Scotland to the West Country.
He was on the 55ft brigantine, Black Pearl, when 
she was rescued by the St Nazaire lifeboat during a 
November Storm 10 in Biscay. He has raced aboard 
the 12 metre Victory for the America’s Cup Jubilee, 
was crew aboard Warpath, a 41ft raceboat for the 
2001 Fastnet Race and was watch leader aboard Sir 
Francis Chichester’s restored Gipsy Moth IV, for two 
legs of her second circumnavigation. Most recently 
he crewed for Sir Robin Knox-Johnston aboard the 
world-girdling Suhaili in the first Hamble Classic 
Regatta.

Dick worked as a newspaperman on the Fleet Street 
tabloids for more than 20 years and as an online 
journalist for CNN.com Europe before joining the 
staff of Yachting Monthly where he was News Editor 
and, later, Features Editor.
He now works as a freelance journalist writing 
occasionally for newspapers but more regularly for 
the yachting press and he still pens a column for 
Yachting Monthly.

He has written six books about sailing, including 
the biographies of yacht designer, Maurice Griffiths, 
coasting bargemaster, Bob Roberts, and yachting 
cartoonist, Mike Peyton. He has also written two 
novels with a maritime theme. An RYA Yachtmaster 
he currently owns a classic yacht, Betty II, a 25ft gaff 
cutter, built in 1921.
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